We report here the first recent tropical breeding record of Least Tern in Mexico, from the Cuixmala River in Jalisco, 150 km to the north of Boca de Pascuales, Colima, the northern limit of the wintering range (Massey 1981). Aside from extending the recent breeding records in Mexico more than 1,000 km to the south, we report the only clutch size data for this subspecies from the tropics, and raise questions about its summer and wintering distribution range.
Other beaches in the area were searched to locate other colonies, night roosts, and pre-nesting sites.
RESULTS
A total of 122 nests were recoded from 1992 to 1995 (Table 1) . Nests in the 1992 and 1993 breeding seasons produced 70 fledglings, but most fledgings were found in 1992 (Table 1) . There were important differences in the two nesting seasons; in 1992 nesting began in midMay and ended on August, and in 1993 nesting was in July (Table 1) (Table 1) because a considerable proportion (41%) of the nests was abandoned or destroyed by natural causes. Of these, most never hatched and were deserted. The rest disappeared, either washed away by the sea or were destroyed, possibly by coatimundis (Nusua nasua). Hatching occurred from 5 June to 10 July (Fig. 2) and fledgling from 29 July to 7 August.
In 1993, California Least Terns were first observed on 18 June on Negritos Beach, 2.8 km directly north of Cuixmala. However, there were no nests in Cuixmala until July 2 and 4, when all the nests were found in area B. Only seven hatchlings or fledglings were recorded. Other nests never hatched, were deserted or washed away by the sea. Average number of eggs per nest was lower than in the 1992 nesting period (Table  1) . Hatching occurred from 23 to 27 July, chicks fledged from 15 August to 14 September, and the birds left Cuixmala on 15 September.
DISCUSSION
The habitat used by California Least Terns on Cuixmala, sandy barrier beaches, is typical for the species (Massey 198 1, Gochfeld 1983) . California Least Terns usually return every year to the same beaches to reproduce (Massey 1981 ) as recorded at Cuixmala. In general, timing of breeding events in the Cuixmala colony such as nesting behavior, time to hatch, fledg- Massey et al. 1992 ). Such differences between 1992 and 1993 were probably related to climate variation due to beach erosion caused by a hurricane. High tides were responsible for 5% and 56OA nest disappearance during 1992 and 1993, respectively. At Cuixmala, annual average precipitation varies from 748 to 1,000 mm (Bullock 1986); however, the 1992 rainy season was atypical, with a great amount of rain during mid January (534 mm) and much less precipitation during the rest of the year (4 14 mm). In 1993, precipitation followed a typical pattern but was substantially higher than other years at Cuixmala and along the Jalisco coast. There was 1,554 mm of precipitation, with constant rains from June to October. In 1993 rainfall was 1.6 times higher than 1992.
Nesting probably occurs only because Cuixmala Beach is protected. All races of California Least Tern have evolved an ability to rapidly colonize new and appropriate nesting areas. The discovery of this additional nesting site adds new opportunities to the preservation of the most endangered of the Least Tern subspecies. 
